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ABSTRACT

The rapid proliferation of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies presents both
unprecedented opportunities and complex ethical challenges for Muslim
societies worldwide. This paper examines how Magasid al-Shariah (the higher
objectives of Islamic law) can serve as a comprehensive ethical framework for
evaluating and guiding Al development and implementation. Through a
systematic analysis of Al applications across the five essential protections
(Daruriyyat) of Islamic law-faith, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth, this study
demonstrates how the Magasid framework enables Muslims to engage critically
with technological innovation while maintaining fidelity to Islamic ethical
principles. The research reveals that certain Al applications demonstrate
significant potential for supporting religious practice, enhancing healthcare
outcomes, democratizing knowledge, strengthening family connections, and
promoting economic inclusion. However, challenges emerge in areas such as
algorithmic  bias, surveillance technologies, intellectual dependency,
reproductive technologies, and wealth concentration. By developing
interdisciplinary approaches to technological governance grounded in Magasid
theory, Muslim communities can navigate the digital transformation with both
ethical integrity and innovative engagement. This paper contributes to the
growing discourse on religiously-informed technology ethics by articulating a
distinctively Islamic approach to Al governance that balances technological
progress with human dignity, communal welfare, and spiritual values.
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The exponential growth of artificial intelligence (Al) technologies has initiated a fundamental
transformation across all dimensions of human society, presenting both unprecedented opportunities
and complex ethical challenges for Muslim societies worldwide. As algorithms increasingly mediate
critical human experiences-from healthcare decisions and financial services to educational
opportunities and social interactions-there emerges an urgent need for comprehensive ethical
frameworks that can guide the development, deployment, and governance of these technologies in
alignment with Islamic values and principles (Auda, 2019). The rapid pace of technological change
often outstrips ethical reflection, leaving religious communities scrambling to articulate coherent
responses to novel challenges that find no explicit mention in traditional texts. In this context,
Magasid al-Shariah, the higher objectives of Islamic law, offers a particularly robust and flexible
framework for evaluating emerging technologies beyond simplistic halal-haram binaries, enabling
Muslims to engage thoughtfully with technological innovation while remaining faithful to the core
ethical values that have defined Islamic civilisation for centuries (Al-Qaradawi, 2021). By focusing
on the underlying purposes and values that Islamic law seeks to protect and promote, rather than rigid
application of pre-modern rulings to contemporary contexts, the Magasid approach provides Muslim
communities with the intellectual tools necessary to navigate the complex ethical landscape of the Al
era with wisdom, nuance, and fidelity to Islamic tradition.

INTRODUCTION

This comprehensive analysis explores how the Magasid framework can serve as a cornerstone for
developing distinctively Islamic perspectives on Al ethics, providing concrete guidance for Muslim
technologists, scholars, policymakers, and users navigating an increasingly digitised world. By
examining specific Al applications through the lens of the five essential protections (daruriyyat)
traditionally identified by Islamic legal theorists, this essay offers a nuanced approach to
technological assessment that balances innovation with ethical responsibility and material progress
with spiritual values. Rather than positioning Islamic ethics in opposition to technological
advancement, the Magasid framework enables Muslims to adopt a posture of critical engagement,
embracing beneficial technologies that serve human flourishing while establishing clear ethical
boundaries around applications that threaten core Islamic values. This balanced approach not only
serves the Muslim community but also offers potentially valuable insights to global conversations
about technology ethics, demonstrating how religious ethical traditions can contribute constructively
to addressing the unprecedented challenges of the digital age through their distinctive moral resources
and philosophical frameworks.

Historical Development of Maqasid Theory

The concept of Magasid has evolved significantly throughout Islamic intellectual history, developing
from implicit recognition of the rational purposes behind divine commands to a sophisticated
theoretical framework for legal interpretation and ethical reasoning. While early Muslim jurists
occasionally referenced the underlying purposes of specific rulings, the systematic articulation of
Magasid theory emerged gradually through the contributions of successive generations of scholars
responding to the changing circumstances of Muslim societies (Raysuni, 2018). The fifth-century
Hijri scholar Imam al-Juwayni (d. 1085) laid important groundwork in his work "Al-Burhan," where
he classified the purposes of Shariah into three categories: essential, complementary, and
embellishment needs. His student, the renowned theologian and jurist Imam al-Ghazali (d. 1111),
further developed this framework in his magnum opus "Al-Mustasfa,” identifying five essential
values protected by Islamic law: religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property. However, these early
discussions of Magasid remained somewhat peripheral to mainstream legal theory, primarily serving
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as justifications for specific methodological approaches rather than as independent principles for
deriving legal rulings (Kamali, 2018).

The watershed moment in Magasid theory came with the Andalusian scholar Abu Ishaq al-Shatibi (d.
1388), who systematised and centred Maqgasid in his seminal work "Al-Muwafagat fi Usul al-
Shariah." Al-Shatibi moved beyond the atomistic approach of earlier jurists, who tended to identify
purposes on a case-by-case basis, to develop a holistic understanding of Shariah objectives that could
guide the interpretation and application of specific rulings across changing contexts. He argued
persuasively that the entire corpus of Islamic law could be understood as serving human interests in
both worldly affairs and spiritual matters, and that the higher objectives revealed through a
comprehensive study of the textual sources should guide the interpretation of particular injunctions
(Raysuni, 2018). This methodological shift represented a significant movement from a purely text-
centred approach to legal interpretation toward one that balanced textual fidelity with attention to
underlying purposes and practical outcomes—a development particularly relevant for contemporary
Muslims seeking to apply Islamic principles to technological contexts never envisioned by classical
scholars.

Contemporary scholars like Muhammad al-Tahir 1bn Ashur (d. 1973), Allal al-Fasi (d. 1974), and
Yusuf al-Qaradawi have further expanded and refined Magasid theory to address modern challenges
across diverse domains of human activity. Ibn Ashur's groundbreaking work, in particular, broadened
the scope of Magasid beyond the five traditional necessities to include values such as equality,
freedom, civil rights, and the preservation of the natural order expansions that have proven crucial
for addressing novel issues like artificial intelligence that were not explicitly addressed in classical
texts (Ibn Ashur, 2020). Modern Magasid scholars have also emphasised the hierarchical nature of
these objectives, distinguishing between universal Magasid applicable to the entire body of Islamic
law, specific Magasid related to particular areas of law, and partial Magasid governing individual
legal rulings. This nuanced, multi-layered approach to identifying and applying Islamic ethical
principles has provided contemporary scholars with sophisticated conceptual tools for engaging with
complex technological issues while maintaining intellectual continuity with the Islamic tradition
(Hassan, 2021).

LITERATURE REVIEW

The Five Necessities in the Digital Age
1. Preservation of Faith (Hifz al-Din)

Several artificial intelligence applications demonstrate significant potential for strengthening
religious practice and understanding, offering new pathways for Muslims to deepen their faith and
religious knowledge in the digital age. These technologies, when thoughtfully developed and
implemented with appropriate ethical guardrails, can serve as valuable tools for religious education,
community building, and spiritual growth across diverse Muslim communities worldwide (Saeed,
2022). For example, Al-powered applications like "Tarteel" employ sophisticated speech recognition
algorithms trained on extensive datasets of expert Quranic recitation to provide personalised, real-
time feedback on users' tajweed (recitation rules). This democratizes access to high-quality Quranic
instruction beyond traditional educational settings, allowing Muslims in geographically isolated areas
or non-Muslim-majority countries to improve their recitation skills through accessible digital
platforms (Saeed, 2022). Such applications represent a creative adaptation of cutting-edge technology
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to serve traditional religious values, demonstrating how Al can enhance rather than diminish religious
practice when developed with sensitivity to Islamic priorities.

Advanced natural language processing technologies have also enabled more sophisticated semantic
searching of religious texts, allowing believers to explore the Quran, hadith collections, and tafsir
(Quranic exegesis) with greater precision and contextual understanding. Unlike simple keyword
searches, these Al-powered tools can recognise conceptual relationships, identify thematic
connections across different texts, and contextualise specific passages within broader Islamic
teachings potentially deepening users' engagement with the Islamic intellectual tradition (Bunt,
2021). For instance, the "Sunnah.com” platform integrates Al capabilities to help users trace hadith
to their sources, evaluate authentication status, and identify related narrations across different
collections, supporting a more rigorous and nuanced understanding of prophetic teachings. Similarly,
virtual religious counselling services employing Al chatbots trained on carefully curated Islamic texts
can provide basic religious guidance on common questions related to ritual practice, ethical
dilemmas, and spiritual development. While scholars emphasise that these technologies should
complement rather than replace traditional scholarly authority, maintaining the crucial human
element in religious instruction, they can serve as valuable first points of contact for Muslims seeking
initial guidance on routine matters, potentially reducing barriers to religious knowledge in
underserved communities (Al-Atawneh, 2023).

Potential Challenges to Faith

Despite these benefits, several Al applications raise significant concerns from a faith preservation
perspective, potentially undermining religious convictions or promoting values at odds with Islamic
teachings. The algorithmic curation of digital content represents a particularly subtle but profound
challenge, as social media platforms and search engines increasingly determine which information
users encounter online through complex filtering systems optimised for engagement rather than truth
or spiritual benefit (Rahman, 2022). These algorithms may inadvertently expose Muslims,
particularly younger users still developing their religious identity, to content that challenges faith,
promotes misrepresentations of Islam, or normalizes behaviors contrary to Islamic ethics-all without
transparent disclosure of the selection mechanisms shaping their digital environment. Research
indicates that recommendation systems on platforms like YouTube and TikTok can lead users toward
increasingly extreme content through automated suggestion pathways, potentially exposing
vulnerable individuals to anti-religious polemics or distorted interpretations of Islamic teachings
without adequate context or counterbalancing perspectives (Khan, 2023).

The proliferation of synthetic media technologies presents another significant challenge to faith
preservation, as Al-generated deepfakes and other forms of artificial content blur the boundaries
between authentic and fabricated religious communications. These technologies could be weaponized
to create false statements attributed to religious authorities, fabricate events that undermine religious
credibility, or manipulate scriptural content in ways that distort its meaning (Khan, 2023). For
example, voice cloning technology could generate convincing but entirely fabricated sermons or
religious pronouncements from respected scholars, potentially spreading misinformation that
damages trust in legitimate religious institutions. As these technologies become increasingly
sophisticated and accessible, Muslim communities face the challenge of developing new forms of
digital literacy and authentication mechanisms to distinguish genuine religious content from synthetic
manipulations—a task complicated by the rapid evolution of generation capabilities that often
outpace detection methods.
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Perhaps most fundamentally, certain philosophical currents within Al research communities promote
transhumanist ideologies and metaphysical assumptions that directly challenge Islamic
understandings of human nature, divine authority, and the purpose of creation. Influential voices in
Al development frequently advance visions of technological transcendence that implicitly or
explicitly contradict core Islamic beliefs about human limitations, divine sovereignty, and
eschatological fulfillment (Ibrahim, 2021). These perspectives often frame technology as a pathway
to forms of immortality, cognitive enhancement, or collective consciousness that functionally replace
traditional religious conceptions of salvation and human fulfillment with technological alternatives.
When these philosophical frameworks become embedded in the design assumptions and development
priorities of Al systems, they may subtly propagate worldviews at odds with Islamic metaphysics,
even in applications that appear neutral or beneficial on the surface. From a Magasid perspective,
Muslim communities need to develop technological literacy that enables thoughtful engagement with
these technologies while establishing ethical boundaries around applications that threaten religious
values, requiring active involvement in technology development rather than passive consumption of
tools designed according to potentially incompatible philosophical frameworks (Ghazali & Kamali,
2022).

2. Preservation of Life (Hifz al-Nafs)
Al for Human Flourishing

Acrtificial intelligence offers unprecedented potential for protecting and enhancing human life across
multiple domains, providing powerful new tools for addressing longstanding challenges in
healthcare, public safety, and disaster management that align strongly with Islamic emphasis on the
sanctity of human life. In the medical field, Al systems developed by researchers at institutions like
King Abdullah University of Science and Technology have demonstrated remarkable capabilities in
early disease detection, analyzing medical imaging with a precision that complements human
expertise to identify conditions like cancer, cardiovascular disease, and diabetic retinopathy at stages
when intervention is most effective (Mansour, 2023). For instance, deep learning algorithms trained
on extensive datasets of mammograms have achieved diagnostic accuracy comparable to experienced
radiologists in detecting early-stage breast cancer, potentially enabling life-saving early interventions
particularly valuable in resource-limited healthcare settings common in many Muslim-majority
countries. These technologies exemplify the Islamic principle that saving one life is equivalent to
saving all of humanity (Quran 5:32), leveraging computational power to extend the reach and
effectiveness of medical care in service of this sacred value.

The application of machine learning models to environmental monitoring and disaster response
represents another significant contribution to life preservation, particularly in Muslim-majority
regions disproportionately vulnerable to natural disasters due to geography and infrastructure
limitations. Advanced Al systems analyzing satellite imagery, weather patterns, and geological data
can predict earthquakes, floods, and droughts with increasing accuracy, enabling more effective early
warning systems and emergency response planning that potentially saves countless lives (Hassan,
2021). For example, the Turkish Disaster and Emergency Management Authority has implemented
Al-enhanced seismic monitoring systems that provide critical additional minutes of warning before
earthquake impacts, allowing for evacuation and protective measures that significantly reduce
casualties. Similarly, the deployment of Al technologies in smart city infrastructure across urban
centers like Dubai, Kuala Lumpur, and Jakarta enhances public safety through intelligent traffic
management systems that reduce accident rates, environmental monitoring platforms that identify
public health hazards, and emergency response coordination tools that optimize resource allocation
during crises (Al-Bashir, 2022). These applications demonstrate how algorithmic systems can serve
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the fundamental Maqasid objective of life preservation when developed with clear ethical priorities
and deployed with appropriate governance structures.

Life-Threatening Applications

However, certain Al applications present direct threats to human life and dignity, raising profound
ethical concerns from an Islamic perspective centered on life preservation. The development of lethal
autonomous weapons systems military technologies capable of selecting and engaging targets
without meaningful human oversight represents perhaps the most obvious challenge to this
fundamental Maqasid (Attia, 2020). These systems raise troubling questions about human agency
and responsibility in warfare, potentially lowering the threshold for armed conflict by reducing
immediate human costs for deploying nations while increasing risks to civilian populations through
limitations in contextual understanding and ethical judgment. Islamic legal traditions around armed
conflict consistently emphasize discrimination between combatants and non-combatants,
proportionality in the use of force, and direct human moral agency in warfare decisions—principles
potentially compromised by autonomous weapons that remove human judgment from the immediate
decision to take life. Muslim ethicists and international legal experts have therefore argued that such
technologies contradict both the letter and spirit of Islamic teachings on the sanctity of human life
and the strict conditions under which force may be justified.

The proliferation of advanced surveillance technologies powered by artificial intelligence presents
more subtle but equally significant threats to human dignity and welfare, particularly when deployed
without adequate oversight, transparency, or ethical constraints. Facial recognition systems,
predictive policing algorithms, and social credit infrastructures can enable unprecedented monitoring
and control of population behavior, creating opportunities for human rights abuses that
disproportionately impact vulnerable communities, including religious minorities in some contexts
(Rahman, 2022). From Palestine to Xinjiang, Muslims have experienced firsthand how these
technologies can facilitate systematic discrimination, arbitrary detention, and restrictions on religious
practice when deployed by authoritarian governments or security forces without appropriate
limitations. Even in more democratic contexts, the implementation of algorithmic decision-making
in criminal justice, immigration enforcement, and social service allocation can perpetuate existing
biases and create new forms of discrimination without adequate safeguards and oversight. These
applications fundamentally contradict Islamic conceptions of human dignity (karamah) and the right
to privacy, threatening not just physical safety but the psychological and spiritual dimensions of
human flourishing that Islamic ethics seeks to protect.

The environmental impacts of artificial intelligence development represent an often-overlooked
dimension of life preservation in the digital age, connecting technological ethics to broader ecological
concerns increasingly recognized within contemporary Islamic environmental thought. The
substantial energy consumption required for training large Al models with some estimates suggesting
that training a single large language model can generate carbon emissions equivalent to the lifetime
emissions of five average American cars contributes to climate change and its associated threats to
human life through extreme weather events, agricultural disruption, and forced migration (Khan,
2023). These environmental costs are particularly significant from an Islamic perspective that
emphasizes humans' role as stewards (khalifah) of the natural world and the interconnection between
ecological health and human welfare. As Muslim-majority countries like Bangladesh, Indonesia, and
Pakistan face disproportionate impacts from climate change despite contributing minimally to global
emissions, the environmental footprint of Al development raises important questions of
intergenerational justice and equitable resource distribution that align with Magasid concerns for life
preservation across both present and future generations. A Magasid-based approach would prioritize
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Al applications that demonstrably protect human life while establishing strict limitations on
technologies that threaten it directly or indirectly, requiring thoughtful assessment of both immediate
impacts and long-term consequences across diverse populations (Ibrahim, 2021).

3. Preservation of Intellect (Hifz al-'Aq|l)
Enhancing Intellectual Development

Artificial intelligence technologies offer revolutionary new pathways for intellectual growth and
knowledge development, potentially democratizing access to educational resources and cognitive
tools in ways that strongly align with Islamic emphasis on knowledge seeking (talab al-ilm) as a
religious obligation. Adaptive learning platforms powered by sophisticated machine learning
algorithms can analyze individual students' learning patterns, identify specific strengths and
weaknesses, and dynamically adjust educational content to meet their unique needs—transforming
the traditionally standardized educational experience into a personalized journey optimized for each
learner's development (Saeed, 2022). For example, initiatives like the Queen Rania Foundation's
"Edraak™ platform in Jordan utilize Al-enhanced learning systems to provide tailored educational
content to millions of Arabic-speaking students across the Middle East, expanding access to quality
education beyond traditional socioeconomic and geographic boundaries. This technological
democratization of knowledge resonates deeply with the Prophetic instruction to "seek knowledge
from the cradle to the grave” and the emphasis on education as a universal right within Islamic
tradition, potentially reducing inequalities in educational opportunity that have limited intellectual
flourishing in many Muslim communities.

The application of machine translation and natural language processing technologies to religious and
scholarly texts represents another significant contribution to intellectual preservation, breaking down
language barriers that have historically limited access to the full breadth of Islamic intellectual
heritage. Advanced translation systems like Google Translate's Arabic-English neural machine
translation model have dramatically improved the accessibility of classical Arabic texts to non-Arabic
speakers, while specialized platforms focused on Islamic content enable more nuanced translation of
complex theological and legal terminology (Bunt, 2021). For instance, the "Sunnah Arabic" project
employs Al-powered translation tools specifically trained on hadith literature to create more accurate
English renderings of prophetic traditions, preserving crucial nuances lost in general-purpose
translation systems. Similarly, digitization initiatives combined with optical character recognition and
semantic search capabilities have transformed access to manuscript collections once limited to
specialized research libraries, enabling scholars and students worldwide to engage with primary
sources from the Islamic intellectual tradition. These technologies exemplify how Al can serve as a
bridge rather than a barrier to traditional knowledge, expanding intellectual horizons while preserving
connection to scholarly heritage.

The integration of artificial intelligence tools into scientific research processes holds particular
promise for accelerating knowledge production in Muslim-majority countries working to strengthen
their research capabilities after periods of relative scientific decline. Al systems for literature review
can process thousands of academic papers to identify relevant research, extract key findings, and
suggest novel connections between seemingly disparate fields, potentially catalyzing new discoveries
that human researchers might overlook due to the overwhelming volume of published research (Al-
Bashir, 2022). Similarly, machine learning algorithms for data analysis can identify patterns in
complex datasets that reveal new insights in fields ranging from genomics to climate science, while
Al-powered hypothesis generation tools suggest promising research directions based on existing
knowledge gaps. Institutions like Qatar Computing Research Institute and Turkey's TUBITAK have
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implemented these technologies to accelerate research output in strategic fields, helping to revitalize
the tradition of scientific inquiry that once flourished in classical Islamic civilization. From a Magasid
perspective, these applications serve the preservation of intellect not just by expanding individual
cognitive capabilities but by enhancing the collective knowledge production that advances human
understanding and improves quality of life across societies.

Threats to Intellectual Independence

Despite these benefits, several aspects of current Al development raise significant concerns regarding
intellectual autonomy and cognitive independence, potentially undermining rather than enhancing
human intellectual flourishing. The algorithmic curation of information through search engines,
social media platforms, and recommendation systems increasingly shapes what knowledge
individuals encounter online, creating potential for manipulation of intellectual development through
non-transparent filtering mechanisms optimized for engagement rather than truth or balanced
understanding (Al-Atawneh, 2023). Filter bubbles and echo chambers formed through algorithmic
personalization can limit exposure to diverse perspectives, reinforcing existing beliefs and biases
rather than challenging users to engage with the full spectrum of human thought. This narrowing of
intellectual horizons contradicts the Islamic scholarly tradition's emphasis on engaging with diverse
viewpoints through disciplines like comparative figh (jurisprudence), which traditionally presented
multiple scholarly perspectives on legal questions to develop students' critical thinking skills. When
algorithms optimize for comfort and confirmation rather than intellectual growth through respectful
engagement with difference, they potentially undermine the development of the discernment (furgan)
and critical reasoning faculties that Islamic education has traditionally sought to cultivate.

The attention economy driving many digital platforms represents another significant challenge to
intellectual development, as systems designed to maximize user engagement compete for
increasingly scarce cognitive resources through sophisticated psychological techniques. Many
popular applications employ variable reward mechanisms, notification systems, and content
formatting specifically engineered to trigger dopamine release, potentially contributing to shortened
attention spans and reduced capacity for the deep, sustained reflection necessary for serious
intellectual development (Khan, 2023). This attention fragmentation threatens the contemplative
practices central to Islamic intellectual tradition, which has historically emphasized slow, careful
reading of texts, meditative reflection on their meanings, and sustained dialogue with teachers and
peers as essential components of knowledge acquisition. The proliferation of shallow, rapid
information consumption patterns encouraged by many Al-powered platforms stands in stark contrast
to the deeper modes of engagement exemplified by traditional Islamic scholarly practices like the
close reading of texts with teachers (gira'a), memorization and internalization of core knowledge
(hifz), and systematic study through established curricula (dars nizami). While technology itself is
neutral, the specific design priorities and business models driving many contemporary platforms often
optimize for metrics antithetical to the deep intellectual engagement valued in Islamic educational
traditions.

The development of increasingly sophisticated text generation technologies raises profound questions
about intellectual honesty and authentic scholarly development, particularly in educational contexts
where these tools may be deployed to circumvent rather than enhance genuine learning. Large
language models capable of producing essays, research papers, and creative works that convincingly
mimic human writing create unprecedented opportunities for academic dishonesty, potentially
undermining the integrity of educational assessments designed to evaluate students' actual knowledge
and analytical abilities (Rahman, 2022). From an Islamic perspective centered on intellectual
development, the concern extends beyond simple plagiarism to the deeper question of whether
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students who routinely outsource intellectual labor to Al systems are developing the genuine
scholarly capabilities and critical thinking skills necessary for authentic intellectual growth. The
traditional Islamic emphasis on isnad (chains of transmission) in knowledge acquisition reflects a
deep concern with the authentic lineage and personal internalization of knowledge-values potentially
compromised when students present generated content as their own work without meaningful
engagement or understanding. A Magasid-oriented approach would advocate for Al applications that
genuinely enhance human intellectual capabilities while establishing guardrails against technologies
that diminish cognitive independence or critical thinking, requiring thoughtful integration of these
tools into educational contexts in ways that support rather than substitute for authentic learning
processes (Kamali, 2018).

4. Preservation of Lineage/Family (Hifz al-Nasl)
Supporting Family Structures

Certain artificial intelligence applications offer significant potential benefits for family sustainability
and intergenerational wellbeing, supporting the Islamic emphasis on family structures as fundamental
building blocks of healthy societies. The development of Al-powered genetic analysis for medical
purposes represents one such application, enabling more sophisticated screening for hereditary
conditions that affect family planning decisions (Mansour, 2023). These technologies can identify
genetic markers associated with serious hereditary disorders, allowing couples to make informed
decisions about reproduction in accordance with Islamic principles of preventing hardship (raf* al-
haraj) and protecting offspring from preventable suffering. For example, initiatives like Saudi
Arabia's Genomic Program utilize Al-enhanced genetic screening to identify carrier status for
conditions common in consanguineous marriages, providing information that helps families make
responsible reproductive choices while respecting religious values around family formation. While
these applications raise important ethical questions about the appropriate boundaries of intervention
in human reproduction, they also demonstrate how technology can support rather than undermine
family wellbeing when deployed within appropriate ethical frameworks that respect human dignity
and divine wisdom in creation.

Digital communication platforms enhanced by artificial intelligence have transformed family
connectivity across geographical distances, offering particular benefits for diaspora Muslim
communities separated from extended family networks by migration and displacement. Al-powered
translation features in messaging applications enable real-time communication between family
members who speak different languages, while smart scheduling tools accommodate time zone
differences to facilitate regular virtual gatherings that maintain family bonds despite physical
separation (Hassan, 2021). Video calling enhanced by noise-cancellation algorithms, bandwidth
optimization, and even early-stage emotional recognition provides richer communication experiences
that preserve familial relationships across continents, allowing grandparents to participate in
grandchildren's development despite geographical separation. These technologies serve the Magasid
objective of preserving family bonds (silat al-rahm) in contexts where traditional physical proximity
is impossible, adapting ancient values to contemporary realities of global mobility and transnational
family structures increasingly common in Muslim communities worldwide.

The development of child safety technologies powered by artificial intelligence offers another
significant contribution to family preservation, helping parents protect children from inappropriate
digital content in increasingly complex online environments. Al tools for content filtering, age
verification, and monitoring can identify potentially harmful material-including violent content,
sexual imagery, and extremist propaganda-before children encounter it, supporting parents in raising
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children in accordance with Islamic values in digital contexts where direct supervision is often
impractical (Al-Bashir, 2022). For instance, applications like "Qustodio™ employ machine learning
algorithms to recognize problematic content across multiple languages and formats, providing
Muslim parents with tools to create safer digital environments aligned with their religious values
around child development. Similarly, Al-enhanced educational content specifically designed to
transmit cultural and religious values to younger generations can strengthen intergenerational
continuity, helping Muslim families maintain Islamic identity and practices in minority contexts
where external cultural pressures often work against religious transmission. These applications
demonstrate how technology can serve as a protective rather than disruptive force for family integrity
when developed with clear ethical priorities aligned with the Maqasid objective of lineage
preservation.

Challenges to Family Integrity

However, certain technological developments raise significant concerns from a family preservation
perspective, potentially undermining rather than strengthening family structures and intergenerational
relationships. The extensive data collection practices targeting children and families across digital
platforms create substantial privacy vulnerabilities that can disrupt family dynamics and expose
sensitive information beyond appropriate boundaries (Ghazali & Kamali, 2022). Many educational
applications, social media platforms, and "smart" devices designed for family use collect extensive
behavioral data, biometric information, and even emotional responses from children, often with
minimal transparency about how this information will be used or shared with third parties. This
surveillance capitalism directed at family life contradicts Islamic conceptions of privacy (sitr) as a
fundamental right and potentially undermines parental authority by positioning technology
companies as alternative sources of guidance and influence in children's development. The data
profiles created through this surveillance may follow children into adulthood, potentially limiting
future opportunities through algorithmic categorizations based on childhood behaviors and creating
new forms of intergenerational inequity that contradict Islamic emphasis on equal opportunity and
individual moral development independent of predetermined classifications.

The advancement of reproductive and genetic technologies enhanced by artificial intelligence raises
complex ethical questions about the boundaries of permissible intervention in human reproduction
from an Islamic perspective centered on family preservation. Technologies like CRISPR gene editing,
when combined with Al systems for identifying genetic targets and predicting outcomes, create
unprecedented capabilities for directly manipulating the genetic inheritance of future generations—
capabilities that fundamentally transform the natural processes of human reproduction traditionally
understood as divinely ordained (Ibrahim, 2021). While therapeutic applications addressing serious
genetic disorders may be permitted under Islamic principles of preventing harm (daf' al-darar),
enhancements designed to create "designer children” with predetermined traits raise profound
concerns about human attempts to usurp divine creative authority and the commodification of human
life. Similarly, artificial reproductive technologies that separate reproduction from marriage-such as
advanced forms of surrogacy facilitated by Al matching services-challenge Islamic conceptions of
lineage (nasab) as established through marriage, potentially creating complex legal and ethical
questions about parental rights and responsibilities that traditional figh categories struggle to address.
These technologies require careful ethical assessment through contemporary ijtihad (independent
reasoning) that applies Maqasid principles to novel contexts while respecting the fundamental values
and boundaries established in Islamic sources.

The design of algorithm-driven social platforms presents another significant challenge to family
integrity, as these systems increasingly influence relationship formation and family dynamics in ways
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that may conflict with Islamic values around marriage and family structure (Al-Atawneh, 2023).
Dating applications utilizing Al-powered matching algorithms often promote notions of compatibility
and relationship formation that emphasize superficial attributes, immediate gratification, and
individualistic preference over the more communal, family-oriented, and long-term approach to
marriage traditionally valued in Islamic cultures. Similarly, the engagement-optimization algorithms
driving many social media platforms can exacerbate family conflicts, promote unrealistic
expectations of family life through carefully curated representations, and redirect attention from
physical family presence to digital interaction with broader networks—potentially weakening the
intimate bonds and committed presence that sustain healthy family relationships. The addictive
design features of many platforms can also disrupt family functioning directly, with research
indicating that heavy social media use by parents correlates with decreased attentiveness to children
and increased relational strain between spouses-outcomes directly contrary to Islamic emphasis on
attentive parenting and marital harmony as foundations of healthy family life. The Magasid
framework emphasizes evaluating these technologies based on their actual impact on family stability,
intergenerational harmony, and adherence to Islamic principles of family formation rather than
abstract technological capabilities or individual preferences divorced from their social consequences
(Rahman, 2022).

5. Preservation of Wealth (Hifz al-Mal)
Economic Opportunities

Artificial intelligence presents significant potential for wealth generation and economic development
aligned with Islamic economic principles, potentially creating more inclusive, sustainable, and
ethically grounded financial systems. Al-powered financial technologies have demonstrated
particular promise for expanding access to Shariah-compliant financial services for historically
underserved populations through alternative approaches to credit assessment, risk management, and
microfinance distribution (Saeed, 2022). Traditional banking systems often exclude individuals
without formal credit histories or conventional employment- a category that disproportionately
includes women, rural populations, and workers in informal economies across many Muslim-
majority countries. Al-powered fintech applications can analyze alternative data sources including
mobile payment histories, utility bill payments, and even behavioral patterns to assess
creditworthiness through methods more inclusive than conventional credit scoring, potentially
expanding access to capital for small entrepreneurs and family businesses traditionally excluded from
formal financial systems. For example, Indonesia's ALAMI platform utilizes Al-enhanced risk
assessment to connect micro and small enterprises with Shariah-compliant financing based on their
actual business performance rather than conventional credit metrics, exemplifying how technology
can advance Islamic economic objectives of broad-based economic participation and equitable
resource distribution.

The application of machine learning technologies to agricultural systems offers another significant
pathway for wealth preservation and development, particularly in Muslim-majority regions where
agriculture remains a central economic activity supporting millions of livelihoods. Al-powered
precision agriculture systems can analyze satellite imagery, soil conditions, weather patterns, and
crop health indicators to provide farmers with specific recommendations that optimise resource use,
reduce waste, and increase yields while minimising environmental impact (Mansour, 2023). For
instance, Pakistan's Agriculture Department has implemented an Al advisory system that provides
personalised recommendations to smallholder farmers via mobile devices, helping them determine
optimal planting times, irrigation schedules, and pest management approaches based on specific local
conditions. These technologies align with Islamic principles of responsible stewardship (khilafah)

11



ORIGINAL ARTICLE

over natural resources and the reduction of wasteful practices (israf), potentially enhancing both food
security and farmer prosperity across Muslim-majority agricultural regions that have often lagged in
productivity despite favorable natural conditions. By making sophisticated agricultural knowledge
accessible to smallholder farmers without extensive formal education, these systems also serve wealth
preservation through more equitable knowledge distribution, reducing the advantages traditionally
held by larger commercial operations with greater access to agronomic expertise.

The development of Al-enhanced systems for halal supply chain management represents a
particularly significant application for wealth preservation from an Islamic perspective, strengthening
authentication and tracking mechanisms that protect both consumer rights and religious observance
in increasingly complex global markets. Advanced computer vision systems can identify non-halal
ingredients in food products through spectroscopic analysis, while blockchain implementations
enhanced by Al verification create transparent, tamper-resistant records of product journeys from
source to consumer (Hassan, 2021). For example, Malaysia's Halal Development Corporation has
implemented an Al-powered halal verification system that uses machine learning to analyze product
ingredients against halal standards, automatically flagging potentially problematic components for
human review and reducing the risk of non-compliant products entering halal supply chains. These
technologies protect consumers from unwittingly violating religious requirements while
simultaneously preserving the integrity of halal certification systems that support millions of jobs in
Muslim-majority economies. By reducing fraud and strengthening verification processes, Al-
enhanced authentication creates the market transparency necessary for consumer trust, protecting the
wealth value created through halal compliance and potentially expanding market access for certified
producers. These applications demonstrate how Al can strengthen rather than undermine economic
practices aligned with Islamic values when developed with appropriate ethical priorities and
regulatory frameworks.

Economic Challenges

Despite these opportunities, the continuing evolution of Al technologies raises several profound
concerns regarding wealth distribution and economic justice that require careful consideration from
an Islamic perspective centered on equitable resource allocation. The acceleration of automation
across manufacturing, services, and even knowledge work threatens traditional employment sectors
in many Muslim-majority countries, potentially exacerbating inequality through the displacement of
workers without adequate transition planning or social safety nets (Khan, 2023). While technological
disruption has always created new jobs alongside those it eliminates, the pace and breadth of Al-
driven automation may create unprecedented challenges for labor market adaptation, particularly in
developing economies with young populations and limited resources for worker retraining. From an
Islamic perspective that emphasizes both the dignity of work and the communal obligation to ensure
basic needs for all members of society, the potential concentration of economic benefits from
automation among technology owners while its costs fall disproportionately on displaced workers
represents a significant ethical challenge. This concern is particularly acute in countries
simultaneously managing the transition from agricultural to industrial economies while also facing
potential leapfrogging of industrialization altogether through Al-enabled automation—a double
disruption that may overwhelm existing social and economic systems without thoughtful policy
interventions aligned with Islamic principles of economic justice.

The concentration of Al development capabilities in Western and Chinese corporations raises
significant concerns about technological dependency and data extraction from Muslim societies,
potentially creating new forms of economic colonialism that contradict Islamic emphasis on self-
determination and equitable resource distribution (Ibrahim, 2021). As Al systems increasingly
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mediate economic activity across sectors from agriculture to finance, the lack of indigenous Al
development capacity in many Muslim-majority countries creates vulnerability to external control
and value extraction through unfavorable terms of technological access. Data generated by citizens
in Muslim societies-ranging from agricultural yields to consumer preferences and financial
behaviors-increasingly flows to technology companies headquartered elsewhere, creating valuable
training data for Al systems whose benefits primarily accrue to shareholders and economies outside
the Muslim world. This extraction of data value without commensurate compensation or local
capability development contradicts Islamic principles of fair exchange (tijarah 'an taradin) and
creates forms of dependency at odds with the economic self-determination emphasized in Islamic
political economy. The long-term implications of this technological dependency may include
perpetuation of global economic hierarchies that have historically disadvantaged Muslim-majority
regions, constraining their ability to develop economic systems aligned with Islamic values and
priorities rather than simply adopting models designed according to different ethical frameworks.

The implementation of algorithmic trading systems in financial markets raises specific concerns from
an Islamic economic perspective, potentially increasing market volatility and introducing forms of
uncertainty (gharar) and speculation (maysir) traditionally prohibited in Islamic financial ethics.
High-frequency trading algorithms executing thousands of transactions per second based on
microscopic price movements can amplify market volatility, potentially destabilizing financial
systems and creating forms of artificial price manipulation with no connection to underlying
economic fundamentals (Al-Bashir, 2022). From an Islamic perspective that emphasizes the real
economy (connecting financial transactions to actual goods and services) over speculative financial
engineering, the abstraction and velocity introduced by algorithmic trading systems may contradict
core principles of Islamic finance-even when the specific instruments being traded are technically
Shariah-compliant in isolation. Similarly, the opacity of many algorithmic trading systems introduces
elements of uncertainty and information asymmetry potentially at odds with Islamic emphasis on
transparent transactions where all parties have clear understanding of what is being exchanged. While
Islamic scholars have generally accepted technological enhancements that improve market efficiency
without changing the fundamental nature of transactions, the more radical transformations introduced
by some Al trading systems may require careful evaluation against Islamic prohibitions on excessive
uncertainty and purely speculative activity disconnected from productive economic exchange. A
Magasid approach would prioritize Al applications that promote equitable economic development
while establishing safeguards against exploitative practices that concentrate wealth or increase
economic vulnerability, requiring assessment of both immediate efficiency gains and broader social
impacts across diverse populations and time horizons (Auda, 2019

Contemporary Applications of Magasid in Al Governance
Emerging Islamic Al Ethics Frameworks

Several notable initiatives have emerged to develop comprehensive Islamic frameworks for Al ethics,
demonstrating the growing recognition of both the opportunities and challenges these technologies
present for Muslim societies. The International Institute of Islamic Thought (I1IT), a leading
institution for contemporary Islamic intellectual engagement, has established the "Al Ethics: An
Islamic Perspective” project, bringing together technologists, ethicists, and religious scholars in a
multidisciplinary effort to develop practical guidelines for Al governance based on Magasid
principles (Ibrahim, 2021). This initiative explicitly recognizes that addressing novel technological
challenges requires collaboration across traditionally separated domains of expertise- technical
understanding of Al capabilities and limitations, ethical reasoning about normative implications, and
religious scholarship grounded in Islamic textual sources and interpretive traditions. Through
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workshops, publications, and curriculum development, the IHIT project aims to create resources that
can guide Muslim technologists, policymakers, and users in navigating Al applications across diverse
contexts, from Muslim-majority societies with regulatory authority to Muslim-minority communities
seeking to maintain distinctive ethical approaches within broader secular frameworks.

The Islamic World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ICESCO), an
intergovernmental organization representing 54 Muslim-majority member states, launched a major
initiative on "Al Ethics from Islamic Perspectives” in 2022, focusing on developing educational
resources and policy frameworks that member states can adapt to their specific national contexts (Al-
Bashir, 2022). This initiative aims to bridge the gap between high-level ethical principles and
practical governance mechanisms, translating Magasid-based values into concrete recommendations
for Al regulation, educational priorities, and institutional oversight structures. By operating at the
intergovernmental level, ICESCO seeks to create shared ethical understandings across diverse
Muslim societies while respecting the cultural and legal particularities of different national traditions.
The organization has particularly emphasized capacity building in Al ethics among religious scholars,
recognizing that meaningful ethical guidance requires religious authorities to develop greater
technological literacy alongside technologists developing greater religious literacy—a two-way
exchange necessary for ethical frameworks that are both technologically informed and authentically
grounded in Islamic tradition.

Malaysia's International Shariah Research Academy for Islamic Finance (ISRA), a global leader in
Islamic financial research, has developed specialized guidelines for implementing Al in Islamic
financial institutions that align with both Magasid principles and international best practices in fintech
governance (Mansour, 2023). Given the particularly well-developed nature of Islamic financial
jurisprudence, these guidelines offer a valuable model for how traditional Islamic legal principles can
be systematically applied to novel technological contexts while maintaining both ethical integrity and
practical functionality. ISRA's approach emphasizes that technological innovation need not require
compromise on core Islamic values when development processes incorporate ethical reflection from
the earliest design stages rather than treating ethical considerations as an afterthought or external
constraint. By demonstrating successful integration of Islamic ethical frameworks with cutting-edge
financial technologies, ISRA's work offers a blueprint for similar integration across other domains of
Al application, from healthcare to education to governance.

These frameworks typically emphasize several key principles derived from Magasid theory, creating
a distinctive Islamic contribution to global Al ethics discussions. The principle of human dignity
(karamabh) features prominently in these frameworks, reflecting the Quranic emphasis on humans as
honored creatures with inherent worth beyond utility or instrumental value (Attia, 2020). This
principle requires that Al systems respect and enhance human dignity rather than diminishing it
through objectification, manipulation, or dehumanization-a standard that rules out applications
treating humans as mere data points or behavioral units to be optimized rather than moral agents with
intrinsic worth. Islamic frameworks also consistently emphasize public interest (maslahah) as a
foundational criterion for Al deployment, requiring that technological implementation prioritize
collective welfare over narrow commercial or political interests (Auda, 2019). This communal
emphasis distinguishes Islamic approaches from frameworks primarily focused on individual rights
or autonomy, reflecting the broader Islamic balance between individual and collective considerations
in ethical reasoning.

The principle of harm prevention (la darar), following the Islamic legal maxim "no harm shall be

inflicted or reciprocated," features prominently in these frameworks as a preventative ethical standard
(Kamali, 2018). This principle requires proactive assessment of potential harms before deployment
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rather than merely responding to problems after they emerge, potentially justifying significant
precautionary measures for high-risk Al applications with uncertain consequences. Islamic
frameworks also consistently emphasize transparency and explainability (bayan) in Al systems,
reflecting the Islamic emphasis on informed consent in contractual relationships and the right of
individuals to understand processes affecting their lives (Rahman, 2022). This standard potentially
rules out deployments of "black box™ Al systems in high-stakes domains where affected individuals
cannot meaningfully understand or contest algorithmic decisions with significant impacts on their
welfare or rights. Perhaps most distinctively, Islamic frameworks emphasize justice (‘adl) as a
comprehensive criterion encompassing both procedural and distributive dimensions, requiring that
Al systems promote equitable outcomes and avoid perpetuating or amplifying existing social
inequalities (Ibn Ashur, 2020). This multidimensional understanding of justice goes beyond mere
non-discrimination to address broader questions of who benefits from technological development and
how its advantages and burdens are distributed across society.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

The conceptual analysis of Al applications through the lens of Magasid al-Shariah reveals several
critical insights for developing Islamic approaches to technology ethics that merit further discussion.
First, the research demonstrates that rather than positioning Islam in opposition to technological
advancement, the Magasid framework offers a sophisticated methodology for discriminating between
beneficial and harmful applications based on their alignment with fundamental human interests
recognized in Islamic law. These finding counters simplistic narratives that frame religious traditions
as inherently resistant to technological change, instead showing how Islamic ethical principles can
serve as resources for thoughtful technological engagement (Auda, 2019). The Maqgasid approach
enables Muslims to move beyond binary halal-haram (permissible-forbidden) categorizations toward
more nuanced assessments that consider both immediate impacts and long-term consequences of
technological implementation across different contexts and populations.

A second significant finding concerns the need for contextualized ethical assessment rather than
universal technological pronouncements. The research indicates that the appropriateness of specific
Al applications may vary considerably based on geographical, sectarian, and socioeconomic contexts
(Hassan, 2021). For example, the relative priority given to privacy concerns versus economic
development opportunities may legitimately differ between resource-constrained and economically
secure societies, reflecting the Islamic legal principle that necessity (darura) permits flexibility in
application while maintaining commitment to core values. This contextual sensitivity aligns with the
traditional Islamic legal methodology of tahqiq al-manat (verification of the effective cause), which
recognizes that while ethical principles remain constant, their practical implementation must consider
relevant contextual factors (Ibn Ashur, 2020). This finding suggests that Muslim-majority countries
should develop Al governance frameworks tailored to their specific needs and priorities rather than
uncritically adopting models designed for different sociocultural contexts.

A third important insight concerns the distinctive contribution that Islamic ethical frameworks can
make to global technology ethics discourse. The research identifies several principles derived from
Magasid theory that offer potentially valuable perspectives to broader conversations about Al
governance, including emphasis on human dignity (karamah), collective welfare (maslahah), harm
prevention (la darar), transparency (bayan), and multidimensional justice (‘adl) (Attia, 2020). Unlike
some Western frameworks that prioritise individual autonomy and rights-based approaches, Islamic
frameworks typically balance individual and communal considerations within a coherent
metaphysical framework that situates technological development within broader understandings of
human purpose and accountability before God (Rahman, 2022). This distinctive approach could
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enrich global ethical conversations by introducing perspectives that moderate technological
enthusiasm with spiritual wisdom and balance individual freedom with collective responsibility.
The findings also highlight significant tensions that require further theological and ethical reflection.
One such tension exists between the Magasid objective of intellect preservation and the increasing
delegation of intellectual functions to Al systems. While these technologies can enhance human
cognitive capabilities and democratize knowledge access in ways that align with Islamic emphasis
on education, they simultaneously risk creating dependencies that potentially undermine authentic
human understanding and critical thinking capacities valued in Islamic intellectual traditions (Khan,
2023). This tension requires developing educational approaches that integrate Al tools while
maintaining emphasis on genuine human comprehension, independent reasoning, and cultivation of
wisdom (hikmah) rather than mere information processing. The traditional Islamic distinction
between information transfer (ta'lim) and deeper educational formation (tarbiyah) offers conceptual
resources for addressing this challenge, suggesting approaches that use technology to enhance rather
than replace human intellectual development.

Another significant tension emerges between technological universalism and Islamic cultural
distinctiveness. The research indicates that many current Al systems implicitly embed philosophical
assumptions and cultural values that may conflict with Islamic worldviews, raising questions about
whether Muslims should develop alternative technological infrastructures more aligned with their
ethical and cultural priorities (Ibrahim, 2021). This tension parallels historical debates within Islamic
civilization about the appropriate relationship between technological borrowing and cultural
authenticity, suggesting the need for approaches that adapt beneficial technologies while maintaining
distinctive ethical frameworks and cultural identities. The Magasid emphasis on preservation of faith
(hifz al-din) provides conceptual resources for addressing this challenge, suggesting criteria for
evaluating which technological adaptations support rather than undermine core religious and cultural
values.

The interdisciplinary nature of Al ethics presents both challenges and opportunities for Islamic
scholarly engagement. Traditional religious scholars (ulama) possess deep knowledge of Islamic texts
and interpretive traditions but typically lack technical understanding of Al systems, while Muslim
technologists may understand technical details but lack training in Islamic ethics and jurisprudence
(Ghazali & Kamali, 2022). This knowledge gap creates the risk of either superficial ethical
pronouncements disconnected from technological realities or technical implementations
disconnected from ethical considerations. The research suggests that addressing this challenge
requires new forms of collective reasoning (ijtihad jama'i) that bring together diverse forms of
expertise in collaborative processes. Several emerging initiatives demonstrate promising models for
such collaboration, including the International Institute of Islamic Thought's Al ethics project and
Malaysia's Islamic fintech governance frameworks (Mansour, 2023). These initiatives suggest
potential institutional structures for bridging the gap between technical and religious expertise while
maintaining both ethical integrity and practical functionality.

The findings regarding the economic impacts of Al raise particularly urgent questions about wealth
distribution and economic justice from an Islamic perspective. While these technologies create
significant opportunities for financial inclusion, agricultural improvement, and market transparency,
they simultaneously risk exacerbating inequality through worker displacement and data extraction
(Saeed, 2022). The Islamic economic emphasis on equitable resource distribution, prohibition of
excessive wealth concentration (kanz), and prioritization of real economic value over speculative
gains provides conceptual resources for addressing these challenges. However, translating these
principles into practical policies requires developing sophisticated economic frameworks that can
guide Muslim-majority countries in navigating technological disruption while maintaining
commitment to economic justice. The research suggests that developing such frameworks should be
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a priority for Islamic economic institutions and policy centers, potentially drawing on both classical
Islamic economic principles and contemporary sustainable development approaches.

The implementation of Magasid-based Al ethics across diverse Muslim communities faces several
practical challenges that require attention. These include varying levels of technological literacy
among religious authorities, limited indigenous Al development capacity in many Muslim-majority
countries, fragmented governance structures across the Muslim world, and power imbalances
between technology producers and consumers (Al-Bashir, 2022). Addressing these challenges
requires multi-level approaches that include educational initiatives to enhance technological literacy
among religious scholars, capacity building programs to develop indigenous Al expertise,
international cooperation mechanisms to coordinate governance approaches across Muslim-majority
countries, and strategic technology policies that reduce dependency while enabling beneficial
innovation. Several emerging initiatives demonstrate promising steps in these directions, including
Qatar Computing Research Institute's integration of Islamic ethics into Al research and the Islamic
World Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization's capacity building programs for member
states (Al-Atawneh, 2023).

Beyond addressing specific technological applications, the research points toward deeper questions
about the relationship between technological and spiritual development in Islamic thought. The
Magasid framework situates technological assessment within a broader understanding of human
purpose that recognizes both material and spiritual dimensions of human flourishing. This perspective
offers resources for critiquing narrowly materialistic or techno-utopian visions that reduce human
fulfillment to technological capacity while ignoring spiritual development. The Islamic concept of
vicegerency (khilafah) provides a particularly valuable framework for understanding technology as a
tool for fulfilling human responsibility toward both Creator and creation rather than as an end in itself
or a path to transcendence (Bunt, 2021). This theocentric rather than technocentric orientation offers
a distinctive contribution to global conversations about the ultimate purpose and proper limits of
technological development in service of authentic human flourishing.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The Maqasid al-Shariah framework offers a sophisticated approach for navigating the ethical
complexities of Al technologies from an Islamic perspective. By focusing on the higher objectives of
Islamic law rather than rigid application of pre-modern rulings to contemporary contexts, this
approach enables Muslims to engage constructively with technological innovation while remaining
faithful to core Islamic values. The analysis demonstrates that certain Al applications show
significant promise for supporting faith preservation, enhancing healthcare outcomes, democratizing
knowledge access, strengthening family connections, and promoting economic inclusion. However,
the research also identifies substantial ethical concerns regarding algorithmic bias, surveillance
technologies, intellectual dependency, reproductive technologies, and wealth concentration that
require careful ethical assessment and appropriate governance structures.

The integration of Al technologies into Muslim societies represents not merely a technical challenge
but a profound opportunity for ethical and spiritual reflection. By drawing on the rich resources of
the Islamic intellectual tradition while engaging thoughtfully with contemporary technological
realities, Muslims can contribute distinctively to global conversations about the future of Al ethics.
Several emerging initiatives demonstrate promising approaches to developing Islamic Al ethics
frameworks, including interdisciplinary collaboration between religious scholars and technologists,
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integration of ethical principles into practical governance mechanisms, and contextual application of
universal values across diverse settings.

Based on the findings of this research, several recommendations emerge for different stakeholders
engaged with Al development, implementation, and governance in Muslim contexts:

For religious scholars and theological institutions:

1. Develop systematic educational programs on technology ethics within Islamic educational
curricula, integrating technical understanding with ethical reasoning based on traditional
Islamic sources.

2. Engage directly with technologists and policy experts through structured dialogue and
collaborative research initiatives to develop practically informed ethical guidance.

3. Expand traditional Maqgasid theory to address novel technological contexts, potentially
developing new conceptual categories and analytical frameworks specifically addressing
digital ethics.

For Muslim technologists and technology companies:

1. Integrate ethical assessment based on Maqgasid principles into the earliest stages of Al
development rather than treating ethics as an afterthought or external constraint.

2. Develop technical approaches that enhance transparency, explainability, and human oversight
in alignment with Islamic ethical emphasis on informed consent and human dignity.

3. Prioritize development of applications addressing pressing needs in Muslim communities,
particularly in healthcare, education, environmental management, and economic inclusion.

For policymakers in Muslim-majority jurisdictions:

1. Develop regulatory frameworks for Al governance that explicitly incorporate Magasid-based
ethical criteria alongside technical standards and risk assessments.

2. Invest in building indigenous Al development capacity while establishing ethical guardrails
that ensure technology development aligns with Islamic values and local priorities.

3. Establish experimental regulatory sandboxes that allow for technological innovation while
ensuring alignment with Islamic ethical principles through structured monitoring and
assessment.

For international Islamic organizations:

1. Coordinate development of shared ethical frameworks across diverse Muslim contexts while
respecting legitimate contextual differences in application.

2. Facilitate knowledge transfer and capacity building between more and less technologically
advanced Muslim-majority countries.

3. Represent Islamic perspectives in global technology governance forums to ensure that
international frameworks respect religious and cultural diversity rather than imposing uniform
approaches.
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1. Conduct empirical research on the actual impacts of Al technologies on Muslim communities
across different contexts, moving beyond theoretical discussions to evidence-based
assessment.

2. Develop interdisciplinary research methodologies that integrate Islamic ethical analysis with
technical understanding and social impact assessment.

3. Explore potential convergences and distinctive contributions between Islamic and other
ethical frameworks for technology governance to enhance global dialogue.

For researchers and academic institutions:

For Muslim communities and civil society organizations:

1. Develop digital literacy programs that enhance community understanding of both
technological capabilities and ethical implications from an Islamic perspective.

2. Establish community-based ethical review mechanisms for technology products and services
used by Muslim communities.

3. Support development of technological products and services specifically designed to support
Islamic values and practices.

As Al technologies continue to transform human societies at an accelerating pace, the path forward
requires sustained collaboration between Islamic scholars, technologists, policymakers, and ordinary
believers to develop ethical frameworks that fulfil the higher objectives of Shariah in the digital age.
Through this collaborative effort, Muslim communities can help ensure that Al technologies serve
human flourishing and align with divine guidance in an age of unprecedented technological change.
The Magasid framework, with its emphasis on preserving faith, life, intellect, lineage, and wealth,
provides a comprehensive foundation for this important work-offering both ethical clarity and
adaptive flexibility for addressing the complex technological challenges of the twenty-first century.
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